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DirectorΩs Notes 
 

Everyone knows poverty exists, but it is very hard in the 
developed world to conceive it until you experience it.  
Often, not having access to a safe, secure water supply 
and associated problems is at the very heart of poverty in 
the developing world. 
 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩs travels to Tanzania, Uganda, Malawi, Kenya 
and India pointed this out very succinctly.  BridgIT has had 
another eventful year and are proud of our 
accomplishments.  Our travels evaluating partners and 
potential water projects, took us from the dry plains of 
Tanzania to the flood region in Malawi and one thing 
remains the same ς ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ constant search for safe, 
drinkable water. 
 

Following a request to help with their water scarcity 
ƛǎǎǳŜǎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘǊip saw us start out visiting the Maasai 
in a very dry region of Tanzania.  As is a common thread 
in developing countries, people often drink contaminated 
water which they share with their livestock. 

Next stop Uganda which experiences similar water issues.  
Here we were greeted in Kampala and visited a cluster of 
rural villages investigating the difficulties experienced in 
their search for safe water. 
 

But nothing could have prepared us for the devastation of 
extreme poverty encountered at our next stop to the 
Phalombe area of rural Malawi. 
 

Here some 15,000 people were made homeless and 
destitute and even deaths in the recent wet season 
flooding (mainly women & children).  Because of the 
proximity of water, the water collected from open ditches 
for drinking, cooking & bathing is unsafe and 
contaminated with bacteria causing cholera outbreaks.  
The community and beneficiaries have placed a very high 
priority on the provision of a safe water supply in this 
region as the effects of poverty are extreme. 
 

 
Our Technical Director had the privilege of inspecting 
prospective projects in rural areas in the state of Andhra 
Pradesh in India but again was witness to the same 
sense of devastation that water scarcity creates. 
 

But despite ǘƘŜ ΨƎŀǇΩ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ 
and developing world, there are very positive changes 
within the WASH sector that are contributing to the 
alleviation of poverty. 

 

BridgIT made some strategic changes to programme 
delivery with our initiative to bring safe water closer to 
the rural household - providing a rural village with a 
water supply is not as expensive as you might think. 
 

After being nominated, I was very honoured to receive 
an Order of Australia award for contributions to foreign 
aid and become the recipient of an OAM medal. 
 

In the year ahead BridgIT will continue to liaise with our 
partners, promote advocacy with the corporate world 
and the public, but most of all to continue to combat 
poverty and to provide as many developing 
communities throughout the world as possible with safe 
and secure water systems.  

 

Wendy Tisdell OAM, Founding Director 
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About BridgIT 

 

Always given top priority from a community level and at 
the very apex of the list of needs is the need to have a 
clean, safe water supply.  Every living creature on earth 
needs water for survival. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
hǳǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŦǳƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ŀǎ ŜǉǳƛǇǇƛƴƎ ǿŜƭƭǎ 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƘŀƴŘ ǇǳƳǇ ǘƻ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ǎƻƭŀǊ ǇǳƳǇƛƴƎ 
ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ  ²ŀǘŜǊ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ǊŀƴƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ 
ǎƘŀƭƭƻǿ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŘǳƎ ōȅ ƘŀƴŘΣ ǘƻ ŘǊƛƭƭƛƴƎ 
ŀ ōƻǊŜƘƻƭŜ ƻŦ мллƳǘǊǎҌ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŘǊƛƭƭ ǊƛƎΦ 
 

¢ƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ǾŀǊȅ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅΦ  5ŜǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎƻǳǊŎŜΣ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦΣ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƻŦ 
ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΦ  
 

.ǊƛŘƎL¢ ²ŀǘŜǊ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǳǘƛƭƛȊŜ ƻǳǊ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŜŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ 
ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ 
ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ŦŜŜŘōŀŎƪ ƻƴ 
ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǿƻǊƪŀōƭŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΦ 
 

 
 
 

DǊŀǎǎǊƻƻǘǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ .ǊƛŘƎL¢ ²ŀǘŜǊ Ŏŀƴ 
ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƻƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŘƻƭƭŀǊ 
ƛƴǾŜǎǘŜŘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŎŀƴΦ 
 
.ȅ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǊǳǊŀƭ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀǎǎǳǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŀƛŘ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƛǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŜƴƻǊƳƻǳǎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ 
 

.ǊƛŘƎL¢ ²ŀǘŜǊ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ƴƻƴπŘŜƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΣ 
ƴƻƴπƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΣ ƴƻƴπǇǊƻŦƛǘΣ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ǘŀȄ ŘŜŘǳŎǘƛōƭŜ 
!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘŀǊƛŀƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΦ 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

hǳǊ Dƭƻōŀƭ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
 

.ǊƛŘƎL¢ ²ŀǘŜǊ ŦƛǊƳƭȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƴŜŜŘǎ 
/ƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ŀƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘŀŎƪƭƛƴƎ 
ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǳƎƘŜǊ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ 
ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ƻƴŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƛǎ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ǎǳŦŦŜǊ ŀǎ ǿŜ 
ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ 

Vision 
Our vision is that developing communities be 

empowered to develop their own solutions that will 

free them from the constant search for safe water. 

Mission 
The mission of BridgIT Water Foundation is to provide 

suitable, accessible and sustainable water solutions 

to rural, peri-urban and small, remote villages in 

developing countries. 
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Initiatives 
 

Lǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ōǳǘ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǘƻ 

ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘŀŎƪƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǳƎƘŜǊ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ƻƴŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ŀǘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ōȅ 

ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎŀŦŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎǳǇǇƭȅΦ 

 

[ŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ 

.ǊƛŘƎL¢ ƛǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ нл ǘƻ нлл 

/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ōȅ нлнл ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ŎƭŜŀƴΣ ǎŀŦŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΦ  

²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 

ǿƻǊƭŘǿƛŘŜ ǘƻ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊ ŀ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΦ   

 

 

 

 

 

! ƳŀƧƻǊ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ŀƭƭ ŦŀŎŜǘǎ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǊǳǊŀƭ 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǿŀƭƪŜŘΣ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ ōȅ ǿƻƳŜƴΣ ƛƴ 

ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ǳǎŜΦ 

 

 

¢ƻ ŀƭƭŜǾƛŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ŜƴŘǳǊƛƴƎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ 

ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƻƴƎ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ .ǊƛŘƎL¢ Ƙŀǎ 

ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ŀ Ǝƻŀƭ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǎŀŦŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ 

ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘΦ   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ά5ǳŜ ǘƻ ǳƴƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŦŀŎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ 

such as water-borne diseases, shorter overall life spans and reduced energy for livelihoods and community 

development.  Time spent daily to procure unsafe water not only adds to the already substantial burden of 

women and girls, but it also prevents their partƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎέΦ  

~ Perspective from a rural Indian woman ~ 

Bringing Safe Water Closer to the Household 
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Program & Development 
 

The provision of safe drinking water is a key development 
issue in rural communities worldwide from improved 
health and living conditions, to helping alleviate the cycle 
of extreme poverty and is critical for the economic 
development of their regions. 

 

In addition to walking long distances in search for water, 

communities have very limited knowledge of the safe 

water chain that includes keeping water storage 

materials clean and boiling water for drinking. 
 

Water Facilities have been sponsored and funded in 

Uganda in a cluster of 9 rural villages in the Mukono 

District. 
 

This includes (3) Schools ς Nabalanga Primary School, 

Kawoomya Primary School and Kakinzi Primary School, 

(1) Health Facility ς Nabalanga Health 

Centre. 

 

1. Nabalanga Primary School 

нΦ bŀōŀŀƭŜ LL ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ 

оΦ bŀōŀƭŀƴƎŀ IŜŀƭǘƘ /ŜƴǘǊŜ 

пΦ bŀōŀƭŀƴƎŀ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ 

рΦ YƛȊƛƳŀ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ 

сΦ aŀƪǳƪǳōŀ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ 

тΦ YŀǿƻƻƳȅŀ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

уΦ Yŀōǳƭƻ LL ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ 

фΦ bŀōŀŀƭŜ L ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ 

млΦ bŀƳŀǎŜƴƎŜǊŜ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ 

ммΦ YŀƪƛƴȊƛ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

 
 

 

нлмр Ƙŀǎ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŦƻǳǊǘŜŜƴ όмпύ ǿŀǘŜǊ 

ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ƛƴ ¦ƎŀƴŘŀΣ bŜǇŀƭ ŀƴŘ LƴŘƛŀ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŀŦŜΣ 

ŘǊƛƴƪŀōƭŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀ IŜŀƭǘƘ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ŀƴŘ 

п {ŎƘƻƻƭǎΦ 
 

Uganda 
 

Currently many rural Ugandans (like this little 

girl) are forced to collect water from 

unprotected, open spring water sources.  

Women and children often walk up to 3km in 

search of water.   
 

The aim of BridgIT is to provide them with 

safe, drinkable water that is closer to them. 
 

This typically involves bringing water from a 

clean water source some distance away or 

from an underground source. 

 

A survey has revealed that more than 3.7 million 

Ugandan children under the age of five live in poverty 

and lack clean water, contributing to malnutrition and 

disease.  According to health workers most deaths 

among the citizens especially children result from lack 

of safe water. 

 

Out of the total population of about 34.9 million 

Ugandans, 18% or 6,282,000 of them are children under 

5 years of age. 
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India 
 

Our partners in India serve the vulnerable and 

marginalized poor people in rural areas with critical 

issues such as: 

 

a) Water 

b) Empowerment of women 

c) ChildrenΩs Education 

d) The never ending poverty cycle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Providing a safe drinkable water supply is at the base of 

all of these critical issues. 

 

This yearΩǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛƴ India provides a drinking water 

bore well and hand pump for a vulnerable community in 

the urban slum of Dasaram Basti in Hyderabad.  More 

than 500 people will directly benefit from this water 

supply which is located centrally within the slum. 

 

 Everyday life in Dasaram Basti slum 

Women in the slum on their way to collect water from 

an open source. 

 

Women conducting their daily chores such as washing 

up and cooking. 

 

The site of the new borehole located centrally in the 

slum after discussion with the women and geological 

surveys. 


